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25 BEAUTIFUL



HOME COMFORTS
Taking inspiration from nature and her family, Sherry Wales transformed

a dated cottage and created a cosy country retreat
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THE PROPERTY
End-of-terrace Victorian cottage
L0 CAT ION Northumberland
ROO M S Sitting room, kitchen,
dining room, cloakroom, three
bedrooms, bathroom
PURCHASED 2012
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
'We used to have an apartment
in London: says Sherry.

HOME TRUTHS
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Sherry and James
Wales had many
reasons for
choosing a
holiday home
in the heart of

Northumberland. 'The village
it's in is totally unspoilr,' Sherry
explains, 'and the nearby beaches
remind me of North Carolina,
where I was brought up.'

The cottage, which had been
lived in for 40 years by an elderly
lady, was dated but immaculate.
'She'd brought up her family
here and it exuded a wonderful
warm atmosphere: says Sherry.
'Initially, I thought all it needed
was a lick of paint, but when

9s125BH AUGUST 2014



James and I stayed here over
Christmas with our children,
Gaia and Cosmo, we realised
that wasn't the case.'

With the bath taking ages
to fill and the shower dribbling
lukewarm water, it became clear
the plumbing needed replacing.
'I f the flooring had to come up
for new pipes, then I reasoned we
should install new floorboards
and electrics, too: Sherry explains.
'Then I thought, while we're at it,
we should put in a new bathroom
and replace the uPVC windows.'

In the end, Sherry and James
decided to renovate the whole
property. 'We used local builders
recommended by neighbours. And

I
\

as I couldn't be on site all the
time, I drew up comprehensive
structural, electrical and lighting
plans for the contractors so they
knew exactly what should be
achieved and when. ByMay, all
the major work was complete.'

When it came to choosing
furniture, Sherry wanted Arts
and Crafts pieces and spent hours
searching the internet. 'Trying to

find the right item and within my
budget took time,' she says, 'but I
was patient and it paid off.'

However, before Sherry could
move her treasured finds in,
disaster struck. 'The boiler in the
loft exploded causing the ceilings
on both floors to collapse: she
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recalls. The plumber had assured
me the existing boiler was fit for
purpose - it was the only thing
in the house that hadn't been
replaced. I immediately ordered
a new one but it was a setback
I could have done without.'

With the cottage finally
restored to order, Sherry'S family
inspired the finishing touches.
'Aswell as decorating the house
in warm autumnal shades, with
artwork reflecting our love of
nature, I decided to personalise
each bedroom: she explains. 'In
Gaia's room, her love of horses is
reflected in the wallpaper, while
the hare motif in Cosmo's room
matches his energetic nature. In

the master bedroom, I used a
bucolic pattern on one wall to
reflect mine and James'love of
woodland walks. It's an idyllic
environment to wake up in.'

Creating a home that
enhances the property's period
features, reflects the surrounding
countryside and embraces her
family's passions was Sherry's
ambition during the renovation.
'With the children growing
up, I wanted us to have a rural
retreat where we can forge new
family memories,' she reflects.
'Hopefully, one day, I'll have
grandchildren to bring here - and
I hope they're going to love this
place just as much as we do.' "
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