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Welcome
We began Coquet Cottages 21 years 
ago with just little one cottage in the 
quaint village of Warkworth, named 
after the beautiful river that winds 
around the village. 
With Mark, we bought Lane End 
Cottage as an investment and worked 
our magic to create a romantic and 
luxurious retreat for two, plus a canine 
companion. We’ve always been big 
believers that you shouldn’t have to 
compromise on quality just because 
you have your much-loved pooch  
with you. 
It’s an infectiously joyous business to 
be in; helping to make holidays perfect 
and making people happy in the 
process. Holidays are so precious and 
there’s no price tag attached to a life-
long memory. 
That’s why a few years later our 
daughter, Stephanie, and a little  
later on our son, Miles, both caught 
the bug and joined us on our Coquet 
Cottages journey, making it a  
family business. 
Now, here we are, all these years 
later, with an award-winning portfolio 

of over 100 beautiful, luxury holiday 
properties across Northumberland 
and sharing our passion and ethos 
with like-minded cottage owners, who 
we’re incredibly proud and excited to 
work alongside. 
After all these years it’s still a family 
affair. Stephanie and I are at the 
helm, always looking at new and 
interesting ways to spoil our guests 
and constantly raising the bar 
when it comes to providing the 
best accommodation, coupled with 
impeccable customer service and 
unswerving attention to detail.  
Mark and Miles, meanwhile, ensure 
essential operations and tech run like 
clockwork and our fabulous marketing 
and reservations team are the 
lifeblood of the business. Bright, bubbly 
and highly-knowledgeable, they make 
the wheels spin smoother than we 
could have imagined.
They say knowledge is the key 
to success and we live by this. 
Our staff are all locals and are 
passionate about every aspect of 
Northumberland and our beautiful 

holiday homes; they are dedicated to 
sharing that knowledge, local expertise 
and support with our holiday guests, 
cottage owners and housekeepers.
We wanted to mark our 21st birthday 
with a special publication that 
showcases, not only the very best 
of Northumberland - including its 
amazing attractions and breathtaking 
beaches - but also the great people 
living and working here.  
Through these pages, you’ll get to 
know some of them a little better, from 
artisan producers to restaurant, cafe 
and deli-owners.
Marking our 21st birthday with a 
celebration of our journey provides an 
exciting opportunity to look ahead to 
the next 21 years and the innovations 
we’ll be at the forefront of, to ensure 
we remain the leading holiday cottage 
company in Northumberland.  
We’re proud to share it with you all  
and hope you enjoy being part of  
our journey.

JULIE, STEPHANIE AND ALL THE  
TEAM AT COQUET COTTAGES
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Escape the ordinary

Don’t leave me behind 
Did you know? 80% of our properties  
welcome dogs, so you don’t need to  

leave your furry friend at home. 

Celebrating21
years
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PRIME PROPERTY

Award-winning Coquet View is the quintessential Georgian 
village house set in the heart of Warkworth. This impressive 
double-fronted and Grade II listed house is situated on 
the banks of the River Coquet, offering stunning views to 
wake up to. With tonnes of character and original features, 
Coquet View has been gently brought into the 21st century 
whilst keeping its charm and integrity intact. Step outside 
onto the private patio, complete with luxury furniture, and 
discover the perfect spot for a relaxing drink in the evening. 
The house offers superking, kingsize and twin single rooms 
sleeping up to six guests. Your four-legged friend can enjoy 
a holiday too, as we welcome up to two well-behaved dogs 
to the property at a small cost. You’ll also love the luxurious 
touches and furnishings at Coquet View which make it the 
idyllic home-from-home.
The heart of the village, with its quaint shops, pubs and 
restaurants is just a short stroll from the house, while the 
golden sandy beach is just a two-minute drive away (or 15 
minutes on foot). If you want to venture further afield, you’ll 
find a huge choice of places to visit, from the fishing port of 6 3 2 2

“A quintessential Georgian 
village house set in the heart 
of Warkworth. This impressive 
double-fronted and Grade 
II Listed house is situated on 
the banks of the River Coquet, 
offering stunning views to 
wake up to”

Amble to the historic market town of Alnwick. While you’re 
there, be sure to check out Alnwick Castle with its world-
famous Alnwick Garden.
Follow the coastal route North and you’ll find the pretty 
village of Bamburgh, and Holy Island is within easy  
reach, too.

COTTAGE PROFILE

COQUETCOTTAGES.CO.UK 07

Coquet  View, Warkworth

It’s well-known that our county is an 
unspoiled and beautiful area. It’s a 
place to escape the high-traffic traps 
of the south coast and the hustle and 
bustle of too many tourists.  
Many consider Northumberland as ‘the 
UK’s best kept secret’, and we can tell 
you why. 
If you have enjoyed holidays here - 
or have a long-term plan to settle 
in Northumberland in the near (or 
far!) future - then why not consider 
investing in a property and renting it 
out as a holiday home? Perhaps you 
already own a holiday home that’s not 
performing to your expectations.
Many places in Northumberland 
wouldn’t be what they are today 
without our tourism traffic, albeit it’s 
not overrun. It keeps many of our 
pretty towns and villages alive, right 
the way through the winter and off-
peak seasons and is a very enjoyable 
business to be involved in, providing 
great holidays for our lovely guests.
Our concierge service extends to 
our clients, as well as our customers 
and guests. We have a wealth of 
knowledge when it comes to the rental 
market. We own a large handful of 
properties ourselves and benefit from 
21 years of hands-on experience which 
we can pass on to our clients. 

From knowing the best locations and 
what customers demand in the way 
of facilities in the property, through to 
knowing the best suppliers, as well as 
advice on the ‘boring stuff’ like utilities, 
we can guide you on the right path 
to owning and running a successful 
holiday home.
We’re not just well-known for our 
customer service and high standards, 
we also have an excellent reputation 
for client-support and high occupancy 
levels. Our average occupancy is 
33 weeks* with some properties 
achieving as much as 50 weeks. 
The average occupancy level is 64% 

across our portfolio.
We offer an optional fully-managed 
service and full consultancy is 
included to ensure we collectively 
provide the best service and standard 
to our owners to maximise your 
investment.
If you are considering investing in the 
area or currently have a holiday home 
that isn’t performing as you’d like, 
please contact us for a no-obligation 
chat, we’d be delighted to help you. 

Contact Stephanie on 01665 710700 or 
stephanie@coquetcottages.co.uk.
*2018-2019 statistics

Investing in 
Northumberland property

THINKING OF GETTING YOUR ‘FOOT IN THE DOOR’  
IN NORTHUMBERLAND?
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN

Owner feature: 
Julie Ringland

JULIE ON FALLING IN LOVE WITH THE 
NORTHUMBERLAND COAST, SETTING UP 
HOME IN WARKWORTH AND RESCUING 
BEAUTIFUL, COUNTRY COTTAGES

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF
Born in Rothbury but raised in Durham, I have always had 
strong family ties with Northumberland and spent a lot of 
my childhood exploring the beautiful coast  
and countryside. 
When my father moved to Warkworth in the 70s, I got to 
know the village well from weekly visits, and when a little 
cottage called Lane End Cottage came up for sale in  
1998, it seemed the perfect investment – and so our 
business began.  
Warkworth was always a place I aspired to settle, and 
finally in 2013 we bought a beautiful home in the village so 
we’re now closer to the heart of our business too.  
We live and breathe our business and it’s an extension of 
our family. 
We’re lucky to have Warkworth beach just 10 minutes’ walk 
from our front door, where we all – including our Great 
Dane, Gracie - love the five mile stretch of golden sand. 

WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO BUY YOUR FIRST 
PROPERTY, LANE END COTTAGE, BACK IN 1998?
As my father became elderly and we were visiting 
Warkworth to support him every other day from my home 
in Durham, I spotted little Lane End Cottage for sale a few 
doors down from him. Already a holiday cottage, it seemed 
a great investment and an easy route into holiday letting. 
As a dog-lover I noticed a gap in the market for luxury 
properties that welcomed dogs. It was an eternal 
frustration of ours as a family that we couldn’t seem to 

find high-standard cottages where we could take our dog 
without having to compromise on the quality. 
So I furnished Lane End Cottage to ‘5 Star Gold Award’ 
standard with plans to warmly welcome well-behaved 
dogs, and this became our standard as we expanded our 
portfolio. We do however also have properties that are 
dog-free!

ALL OF YOUR PROPERTIES ARE IN THE PRETTY 
VILLAGE OF WARKWORTH. WHAT DO YOU LOVE 
SO MUCH ABOUT THE VILLAGE?
Warkworth certainly isn’t the only pretty village in 
Northumberland, but it ticks all the boxes for the perfect 
holiday destination as well as being a great place to live. 
From the historic castle sitting proudly on a hill in the 
heart of the village, to beautiful St. Lawrence’s Church on 
the winding riverbank below. The shops, cafes, pubs and 
restaurants in between are interesting and welcoming to 

all - open all year and are frequented by friendly locals and 
visitors alike. 
Warkworth feels like a postcard-perfect village in the 
countryside, with plenty of wildlife to watch around the river 
that winds through it. Just a short walk along a pretty lane 
takes you to the magnificent sandy beach with dramatic 
dunes, spanning five miles, and a view of Amble harbour 
to the south and Alnmouth and Boulmer to the north. You 
could spend a whole weekend in Warkworth without having 
to use the car, there’s something different around every 
corner, so the exploring opportunities are endless.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE COTTAGE?
For many years my favourite cottage was Sunny Cottage. 
I loved the transformation of it from being dowdy and run-
down, to becoming a luxurious village cottage retaining all 
its original features. 
In 2018, however, we purchased another little run-down 
cottage on the riverbank next door to our Coquet View.  
The process of turning this sad and neglected holiday 
cottage into the Honeybee Cottage it is today was long  
but interesting, as we wanted to redesign the property to 
bring it into the 21st century, yet still retain a classic feel to 
the décor. 
By extending the kitchen to create a light and airy open-
plan space, it has really transformed this once gloomy 
and uninspiring property to a luxurious retreat - and our 
favourite property of all. The interior is as stylish as a five-

star hotel with no expense spared and great use of modern 
technology, yet it still feels like a cosy country cottage, 
making this divine retreat on the Coquet riverbank the 
perfect choice for couples and families alike – and it’s dog-
friendly too! 

“The process of turning this sad 
and neglected holiday cottage into 
the Honeybee Cottage it is today 
was long but interesting, as we 
wanted to redesign the property to 
bring it into the 21st century”

HOW IT ALL BEGAN
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Coquet 
View

Honeybee Cottage



1. KELSO RACES 
Watch spectacular horse races from 
September right through to May 
at Kelso Races, often referred to as 
Britain’s friendliest racecourse. Set in 
the beautiful Borders and lively town 
of Kelso, it offers a variety of race day 
tickets and packages to choose from. 
kelso-races.co.uk 

2. LINDISFARNE FESTIVAL 
Lindisfarne Festival returns to 
the Northumberland coast every 
August, laying on a diverse and jaw-
dropping programme of music, art 
and performance across four days. 
See more than 200 acts take to 10 
stages with the magical Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne serving as the backdrop. 
The perfect end-of-summer party. 
lindisfarnefestival.com

3. THE GLENDALE SHOW
The Glendale Agricultural Society 
brings The Glendale Show to Wooler 
every August bank holiday Monday. 
With the stunning backdrop of the 
Cheviots, this rural, family-friendly 
country fair brings animals, fairground 
rides, food stalls, crafts, competitions 
and live music to Northumberland.
glendaleshow.com

4. ALNWICK CASTLE AND 
GARDEN 
Every Christmas, The Alnwick Garden 
puts on a sparkling series of events to 

get visitors in the festive spirit. Don’t 
miss the free Christmas Market, which 
runs on weekends from mid November 
to just before Christmas. Pick up 
handmade decorations and gifts for 
the whole family.
alnwickgarden.com

5. THE ALNMOUTH ARTS 
FESTIVAL
Every June the Alnmouth Arts Festival 
returns to the seaside village - 
showcasing two days of photography, 
film, dance, painting, print making, 
fabric work and pottery. A great 
opportunity to experience inspiring art 
by the beach - complete with street 
food and children’s workshops.
alnmouthartsfestival.co.uk

6. WARKWORTH SHOW
Held every summer in the grounds of 
Warkworth Castle, Warkworth Show 
offers visitors a unique opportunity to 
explore one of Northumberland’s best-
loved castles. Wander around the 
majestic ruins and immerse yourself in 
the historic community. 
warkworthshow.co.uk

7. AMBLE PUFFIN FESTIVAL 
Inspired by the colony of 20,000 puffins 
that rest on Coquet Island, just a mile 
off Amble, this fun, family-friendly 
festival promises tons of activities 
for all ages. Have a go at thrilling 
watersports, shop craft and food stalls 

FROM FESTIVALS AND FAIRS TO BY-THE-SEA ADVENTURES, 
NORTHUMBERLAND’S SOCIAL CALENDAR IS BRIMMING WITH 
FUN FOR ALL AGES…

Wooler

Seahouses

Alnwick

Amble

Morpeth

Rothbury

Kelso

7

4 

1

10

9

8

North
umberland

What’s on Kelso races

Amble Puffin 
Festival

Morpeth Food & 
Drink Festival

The North East 
Dog Festival

Corbridge 
Festival

DIARY DATES
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DIARY DATES

and enjoy kid-friendly storytelling, 
nature walks and live music. 
amblepuffinfest.co.uk

8. MORPETH FOOD AND DRINK 
FESTIVAL
Morpeth’s mighty Food and Drink 
Festival continues to grow every year. 
Jam-packed with mouthwatering 
stalls selling fresh local produce, 
plus live music and family-friendly 
entertainment, it’s one of the region’s 
best-loved foodie events.
moreinmorpeth.co.uk

9. THE NORTH EAST DOG 
FESTIVAL 
The North East Dog Festival is one 
of the biggest and best-loved dog 
events in the region and returns 
to Kirkley Hall every September. 
Thousands of dog-owners and lovers 
attend each year, ready to shop 
stands filled with dog food, dog art 
and accessories and take part in fun 
activities and shows. 
northeastdogfestival.com

10. CORBRIDGE FESTIVAL 
Regarded as the one of the North 
East’s finest family-friendly music 
festivals, Corbridge Festival continues 
to draw in the crowds year after 
year. Expect a weekend of music 
and adventure, with over 50 bands 
performing across three stages, 
alongside circus acts, fairground rides, 
face-painting, yoga and musical 
workshops. 
corbridge-festival.co.uk

Kirkharle

5 The Alnmouth Arts Festival

3

The Glendale Show

Bamburgh

Kielder Reservoir

2 Lindisfarne Festival

Holy Island

Alnmouth

CorbridgeHexham

Alnwick Castle and Garden

Beadnell

Warkworth 6
Warkworth 
Show



Tucked away in the quiet village of North Sunderland 
just a 10-minute walk from Seahouses, you’ll find The 
Gin Gan - a beautiful cottage set on the newly built and 
peaceful development of Village Farm. Designed around 
the wheelhouse of an old mill, The Gin Gan offers a distinct 
interior with a spacious round living area and gorgeous 
finishing touches.
The cottage offers three bedrooms, with room for up to six 
guests and a dog - perfect for family getaways. The open 
plan living areas provide the perfect space for entertaining, 
and you’ll love nothing more than cosying up in front of the 
fire. In summer, the enclosed lawned garden with pretty 
patio is a great space for relaxing in the sunshine with a 
cold drink.
Situated within walking distance of St. Aidan’s beach 
and a picturesque harbour, a stay at The Gin Gan brings 
back nostalgic seaside memories. The popular seaside 
village of Seashouses is just 10 minutes away and offers 

“The open plan living areas 
provide the perfect space for 
entertaining, and you’ll love 
nothing more than cosying  
up in front of the fire”

a variety of shops, restaurants and the famous ‘Olde 
Ship Inn’. It’s also a great central location from which to 
explore Northumberland, including Bamburgh, Alnwick, 
Holy Island and The Borders. On your visit to The Gin Gan, 
we recommend a trip to Longstone House - offering tasty 
dishes and Sunday lunches just a two-minute walk from  
the property.

6 3 3 1
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COTTAGE PROFILE

THE SAND BAR

TheSandBarAmble

Homemade meals using fresh, locally sourced ingredients 
with a view over the Harbour. The Sand Bar is renowned 

for tasty, affordable breakfasts, lunches and cakes

27 Leazes St
Amble, Northumberland

Tel: 01665 799543

A family business in the heart of 
Northumberland working directly with local 
independent food and drink producers to 
deliver the highest quality luxury hampers

• Free nationwide delivery over £50.00 
• Award-winning products

• Free personalised message  
• Bespoke corporate gifts

info@madesimplyperfect.co.uk

madesimplyperfecthampers.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply, contact us for more details

The Gin Gan, Seahouses
Enjoy a hamper on us!

Book your next holiday during your stay and enjoy  
a Taste of Northumberland hamper on us!

Call us on 01665 710 700
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By the sea
LOSE YOURSELF IN THE DEEP BLUE WONDERS OF THE 

BEAUTIFUL NORTHUMBERLAND COAST

Embleton Bay looking at Dunstanburgh

Five minutes with...
NAME: Nicole Fenwick
JOB TITLE: Owner
BUSINESS: Fenwick Gallery

OUR BUSINESS IN THREE 
WORDS… 
Individual, contemporary, unique.

THE DAY JOB BRINGS… 
A lot of variety. Time is balanced 
between the studio and gallery,  
from finding new and exciting artists 
and makers, to meeting the many 
visitors who stop by. 
We also try and take time out to 
walk along one of Northumberland’s 
coastal paths, finding beauty in  
the landscape. Each day brings  
something completely different. 

A SENSE OF ESCAPE… 
I’m lucky to live in Warkworth, which 
offers up many beautiful places to 
escape, including dunes filled with 
wildlife and wildflowers, a golden 
sandy beach and peaceful river walks. 
I also escape to my own ‘secret’ walled 
garden, where I grow vegetables and 
wild flowers. 

WE TAKE VISITORS TO…
The Farne Islands. I’ve made the trip 
over there so many times, but I still 
feel the anticipation and excitement 
every time. I’m always in awe at the 
sights and sounds of the thousands 
of seabirds. Cragside is also a firm 
favourite - it’s the place in which my 
love affair with gardening began. 

SOMETHING SPECIAL...
The Hauxley Wildlife Discovery Centre 
is a special place that fills me with 
inspiration every time I visit. It’s located 
right next to the beach and offers 
fantastic views across Druridge Bay. 
It’s also one of the best places in 
Northumberland for wildlife-watching. 

WHAT NORTHUMBERLAND 
MEANS TO US… 
It means everything to me. The 
inspiration behind my work comes 
from its striking coastline, the fresh 
air, the rough seas and the wildlife. 
Every season makes the county look 
completely different and each one 
brings fresh inspiration. 
fenwickgallery.co.uk

LIVE LOCAL SEASIDE ESCAPE



COQUETCOTTAGES.CO.UK 1716 COQUETCOTTAGES.CO.UK

XXXXX XXXXX DAYS OUT

FOR FAMILIES…
Coquet Island
Lying a mile off the coast at Amble is 
Coquet Island - a must-see attraction 
for birdwatchers and wildlife-lovers. 
The tiny island is a Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB)-managed 
nature reserve and every spring and 
summer over 35,000 nesting sea birds 
call it home. It’s also a safe haven for 
seals and colourful, comical puffins, 

who return in their thousands to breed 
during the warmer months. While you 
can’t land on the island (only RSPB 
wardens are permitted), you can 
get tantalisingly close on a boat trip 
around its rocky shoreline. 

Amble Harbour Village
Shop ’til you drop at Amble’s charming 
harbourside retail hub, home to 
a collection of shopping ‘pods’, 

selling arty crafts, gifts, jewellery 
and accessories, food and drink 
and more. All of them are run by 
local, independent businesses, so if 
you love ‘shopping local’, then this 
is the perfect place for you. Popular 
pods include Urban Pooch, which 
sells luxury dog accessories, Geordie 
Banger Company, loved for their 
mouthwatering, BBQ-style sausages, 
made on the banks of the River Tyne, 

“Considered one of the country’s finest by-the-
sea landmarks, Bamburgh Castle promises  
a thrilling day out for the whole family”
and Canny Kidz, which sells children’s 
clothing and footwear. Don’t leave 
without picking up sweet, home-baked 
treats from K’s Little Kakery. 

FOR CULTURE VULTURES…
Bamburgh Castle
Considered one of the country’s finest 
by-the-sea landmarks, spanning 
nine acres of land, Bamburgh Castle 
promises a thrilling day out for the 
whole family. Explore the many 
different public areas and delve 
deeper into the history and spell-
binding myths behind its enchanting 
walls, which have stood strong for over 
14,000 years. Enjoy fun audio tours, or 
wander around the many public areas 
with one of the castle’s knowledgeable 
guides, discovering thousands of 
beautifully-preserved artefacts. You 
can also watch live archaeological 
excavations. And if you need some 
fresh, sea air, head outdoors and take 
in the views out to the Farne Islands 
and Holy Island.

FOR ADVENTURE-SEEKERS…
The Holy Island of Lindisfarne
Arguably one of Northumberland’s 
most popular - and most breathtaking 
- attractions, The Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne really is a sight to behold 
for historians and ramblers alike. It’s 
cut off from the rest of the world twice 
a day by fast, incoming tides, but 
time it right and you can reach it in 
moments by crossing the causeway. 
Once there, you’re free to explore 
everything the heritage-rich island has 
to offer, including a beautiful harbour, 

cosy pubs and inns and shops, 
walking, fishing, rockpooling, golfing 
and more. Don’t leave without paying 
Lindisfarne Castle a visit. Owned by 
National Trust, the small fortress has 
been around since the 16th century. 
Take in the jaw-dropping views of the 
Northumberland coast and explore  
the nearby rocky remains of 
Lindisfarne Priory. 

St Aidan’s Dunes
You’ll find this breathtaking beach 
just north of the village of Seahouses. 
Arguably one of the most picturesque 
stretches of sand you’re likely to find 
along the Northumberland coast,  
an afternoon spent walking here on  
a summer’s day is nothing short of  
bliss. Stroll along the golden bay 
until you reach the dunes, which are 
covered in wildflowers in spring and 
summer and herb-rich grassland - 
grazed on by Exmoor ponies - during 
the colder months. A perfect spot for 
family picnics. 

DAYS OUT

Explore  some more
ENJOY SEASIDE ADVENTURES ALONG THE 

NORTHUMBERLAND COAST

Bamburgh Castle

The Ship Inn at Low Newton

Holy Island
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BEACH GUIDE

Home to more than 30 miles of 
beautiful beaches, there’s plenty 
to discover, whether you’re a 
water sport-lover, keen walker or 
birdwatcher…

BAMBURGH BEACH
Whether you’re strolling in the summer 
heat or in the depths of winter, you 
can’t deny Bamburgh beach’s beauty. 
You’ll find this dramatic stretch of 
golden sand at the foot of Bamburgh’s 
majestic castle, fringed by dunes and 
hugged by sparkling shore. Voted one 
of the North East’s top spots for big, 
consistent waves, it’s a popular hang-
out among surfers, windsurfers and 
kite surfers, but its vastness - 16 or so 
miles - also makes it a great place 
for horse riding, dog-walking and 
volleyball-ing. It’s dramatic beauty 
makes it popular with the makers of 
blockbuster films too. Take a surfing 
lesson, go rock pooling around 
England’s most northerly land-based 
lighthouse, enjoy the views of the 
Farne Islands and Holy Island or have 
a picnic under the famous Stag Rocks 
cliffs - it’s a real sun trap on a hot day. 

DRURIDGE BAY
This serene seven-mile sweep of sand, 
running from Amble in the north and 
Cresswell in the south, is regarded as 
one of the North East’s most beautiful 
beaches - and it’s easy to see why. 
Leave your phones at home and 
lose yourself for a few hours as you 
wander around the dunes and rock 
pools. Wildlife-lovers can explore 
the many nature reserves that are 
tucked behind the dunes, while sporty 
types can have a go at kitesurfing. 
Amble-based charitable organisation, 
Coquet Shorebase Trust, runs courses 
in sailing, kayaking, canoeing, 
windsurfing, power boating and raft-
building courses for all ages. 

A TRIP TO NORTHUMBERLAND’S MAGNIFICENT COAST ISN’T 
COMPLETE WITHOUT A SANDY STROLL OR TWO

Best of the
beaches

Warkworth beach

Holy Island

Bamburgh

Seahouses

Beadnell

Embleton Bay

Dunstanburgh

Alnmouth

Warkworth

Craster

Berwick-upon-Tweed

The 
Northumberland 

coastline

Amble

Druridge Bay
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“Leave your phones at home and lose  
yourself for a few hours as you wander around  

the dunes and rock pools”

Budle Bay

Newton-by-the-Sea

Boulmer
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Waterford, Bamburgh
The ultimate coastal retreat awaits at Waterford, set in 
the picturesque village of Bamburgh with its gorgeous 
castle. This New England style beach house offers a 
timber-clad exterior with a cool, coastal interior with 
plush furnishings - the epitome of luxury. Four 
bedrooms offer space for seven adults, one child and 
one baby, and dogs are welcome too.  
Relax in the open-plan living space with log burner 
and every convenience, plus bifold doors that open 
out into the fully-enclosed garden, bringing the 
outside in. Access to Bamburgh Dunes is just outside 
the front gate and a gentle stroll takes you to the 
majestic golden sandy beach.
Waterford guests also enjoy membership at the 
Ocean Leisure Club in neighbouring Seahouses.

Lane End Cottage, Warkworth
Set right on the riverbanks, in the heart of historic 
Warkworth village, the award-winning Lane End Cottage 
offers stunning river views from a boutique-style 
bolthole. The cottage is beautifully furnished and very 
well-equipped, with a wood-burning stove and luxurious 
home comforts. Sleeping two guests with up to two dogs 
welcome, this riverside retreat offers a luxurious getaway 
for couples.
Warkworth village offers a great choice of pubs, 
restaurants and little shops, as well as a stunning castle 
and 14th century church. You can reach the golden 
sands of Warkworth beach in just 15 minutes  
on foot, or head one mile south and watch the boats  
at picturesque Amble harbour.

7 4 3 2

2 1 1 2
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BUDLE BAY
They say good things come in small 
packages - and this certainly rings 
true when it comes to Budle Bay. 
The one-mile-wide bay is at its most 
beautiful during the summer months, 
when the sea turns turquoise under 
the sun and the warm white sand 
calls for barefoot strolls and picnics. 
Wading about in the shallow waters 
feels wonderful, as does windsurfing, 
jet skiing and kitesurfing on a hot, 
blustery day. Part of the Lindisfarne 
National Nature Reserve, Budle Bay 
is also a great place to be if you’re a 
keen birdwatcher.

BEADNELL BAY
Looking for some peace and quiet? 
Then look no further than Beadnell Bay. 
The undisturbed stretch of beach is 
popular with families, giving children 
a safe and sheltered place to explore 
and play. Set up your deck chairs 
and mini BBQs in the golden sand, 
while your little ones paddle about 
in the protected waters and build 
sandcastles. Feeling adventurous? 
Why not have a go at kayaking or 
wakeboarding?  
Or, to get your steps in, enjoy a 
leisurely stroll around Beadnell’s  
unique west-facing harbour. 

EMBLETON BAY 
With wide sandy curves that seem to 
stretch for miles and miles and the 
mighty ruins of Dunstanburgh Castle 
in the near distance, it’s no surprise 
that Embleton Bay is one of the most 
popular - and yet unpopulated - 
beaches along the Northumberland 
coast. Access to the bay from the 
ancient village of Embleton is easy-
peasy - head down a country lane 
and you’re there.  
Watch windsurfers skim across 
the protected waters, or try it for 
yourselves. Kids can enjoy rock pooling 
and paddling in the shallows.

Amber at Bamburgh
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BEACHY BITES

THE POTTED LOBSTER
You’ll find this charming 
seafood restaurant in the heart 
of Bamburgh. Known for its 

variety-packed menu of fresh seafood 
- some of which comes straight from 
Amble, Holy Island and Seahouses 
- it’s a great place to push the boat 
out and try something new, or treat 
yourself to something special. Try lager 
and lemon battered haddock with pea 
puree, homemade tartar sauce and 

chips, grilled lobster with garlic and 
parsley butter, Shetland mussels in 
white wine cream, or a seafood platter 
for two, served with hand-cut chips, 
dips and bread.
thepottedlobsterbamburgh.co.uk 

BEADNELL TOWERS
Discover the allure of 
Beadnell Towers – a fine-
dining spot, plating up 

sophisticated plates of the very 

best Northumbrian produce. Fishy 
must-haves include homemade 
crispy fishcakes, North Sea mussels 
with tomatoes, chilli and coriander, 
chargrilled scallops with lemon 
and parsley and smoked haddock 
with chive mash. If you have a real 
hankering for proper fish and chips, 
don’t fear. The kitchen serves juicy 
fillets of white fish, straight from the 
North Sea, in bubbly, golden batter, 
made with Alnwick beer.
beadnelltowers.co.uk

JOLLY FISHERMAN
Boasting serene sea views 
and cosy, traditional interiors, 
it’s no surprise that The Jolly 

Fisherman is one of Craster’s most-
loved pubs. It’s most famous for its 
fresher-than-fresh crab sandwiches 
and soup, but its fish dishes are also 
really special. Why not try smoked 
haddock and salmon fishcakes, 
poached monkfish or Asian-spiced 
hake with fat, home-cooked chips? 
If you’re visiting with friends or just 
feeling particularly peckish, The Jolly 
Fishboard is a tasty option. You get 
crab, homemade kipper pâté, smoked 

5 of the best fish restaurants
FEELING PECKISH? ENJOY FRESHLY-CAUGHT FINDS  
AT SOME OF THE BEST-LOVED FISH AND SEAFOOD 

RESTAURANTS ALONG THE NORTHUMBERLAND COAST

salmon, prawns and sweet-cured 
herring on crusty sourdough for just 
£12. Perfect for sharing. 
thejollyfishermancraster.co.uk

THE OLD BOATHOUSE
Head to Amble Harbour 
and pull up a chair at its 
double award-winning fish 

restaurant. Praised for its dedication 
to local, sustainable produce and its 
seasonal menus, The Old Boathouse 
continues to draw in the hungry 
crowds. Popular dishes include salmon 
and coriander fishcakes, salt and chilli 
squid, fresh Amble lobster, cod and 
chips and dressed crabs with salt-
roasted potatoes and garlic aioli.
boathousefoodgroup.co.uk

THE FISH SHACK
Perfectly-positioned on 
Amble’s beautiful harbour, 

The Fish Shack serves up  
breathtaking views, alongside 
delicious just-caught seafood.  
Kick back in cool, rustic surroundings 
and enjoy everything from Seahouses 
kippers and cod with twice-cooked 
chips, to beer-battered tiger prawn 
tails, homemade cod goujons, sea 

salt and thyme-roasted sardines and 
whole-roasted seabass.  
Big groups can dive in to a number 
of sharing platters, mixing the likes of 
lobster and crab with dips, slaw, deli-
style breads and new potatoes, with 
wine or fizz. 
boathousefoodgroup.co.uk

1
2

3

4

5The Potted Lobster
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1 The Potted LobsterBamburgh

3 Jolly FishermanCraster

4 The Old BoathouseAmble

2 Beadnell TowersBeadnell

5 The Fish Shack
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Mariner’s,  Beadnell
Full of bright coastal colours and luxurious 
furnishings, Mariner’s Cottage is the perfect coastal 
escape to completely relax and unwind in. Set in the 
watersport capital of Northumberland, Beadnell’s 
golden sandy beach is just minutes away. The 
cottage is perfect for families and friends alike, with 
space for up to six guests and up to two dogs.

Seafearer,  Amble
Perfectly situated in the seaside town of Amble, 
award-winning Seafarer is ideally located for 
exploring the Northumberland coast. The property’s 
wall-to-wall glass doors and large windows offer 
incredible views of the yachts in Amble Marina and 
its harbour and sea. Warkworth beach, dunes and 
historic castle can all be seen - the perfect vista 
whatever the weather.

Amblers  Retreat,   Amble
A lovingly-restored townhouse, nestled in the 
heart of vibrant Amble, Ambler’s Retreat sleeps 
up to eight people, welcomes three dogs and 
has a separate games room which is perfect for 
adults and children. It is ideal for family holidays or 
larger groups who like everything on their doorstep 
including a huge choice of restaurants and shops.  
A great base to explore beautiful Northumberland.

Hotspur Cottage,  Warkworth
Hotspur Cottage is a stunning boutique-style 
cottage set in the centre of the medieval village of 
Warkworth. This quaint, but luxurious, bolthole offers 
a romantic escape sleeping up to two people with  
a contemporary, but warm, colour scheme.  
You can bring along your pooches, too.

6 3 2 24 2 2
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SCOTT’S DELI 
CRASTER KIPPER PÂTÉ
INGREDIENTS
• 400g Craster kipper fillets or replace 
using mackerel fillets
• 150g cream cheese 
• 50g crème fraîche
• 2 lemons, zest and juice
• Dill fronds picked from 4 stems, 
reserve one frond for decoration
• Tbsp of fresh grated horseradish or 
the equivalent of horseradish cream
• Slices of great quality  
sourdough bread

• Half a cucumber, cut into ribbons  
• Tsp of cider vinegar
• Garden salad (salad leaves, 
cherry tomato, sliced cucumber, 
pomegranate, grapes, vinaigrette)
• Knob of salted butter

METHOD
Peel the skin off the kipper fillets, 
discarding any obvious bones. Put 
the fish in a food processor. Add the 
cream cheese, crème fraîche, zest, 
juice, dill and horseradish. Blitz for 
three minutes until you have a smooth 

texture. Season to taste. Combine the 
peeled cucumber ribbons with the 
vinegar and marinate for one minute, 
turning after 30 seconds. Serve in a 
small bowl.
Toast the sourdough bread.
The pâté is best served at just room 
temperature. Combine all elements 
together, pate, salad, toast, pickled 
cucumber and butter. Enjoy. 

No time to make it yourself? Pop  
into Scott’s Deli in Alnmouth for  
the real deal.

EAT LOCAL

Recipe
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Five minutes with...
NAME: Andrew Scott
JOB TITLE: Owner
BUSINESS: Scott’s Deli

OUR BUSINESS IN THREE 
WORDS… 
Coffee, food, home.

THE DAY JOB BRINGS… 
Making mouthwatering scones, pasteis 
de nata, sandwiches, quiches, sausage 
rolls and more for our deli counter. 
We’ll tune the coffee machine, clean, 
prep merchandise, then deep clean 
and prep for the next day.

A SENSE OF ESCAPE… 
We love getting our London fix. We 
come up with new ideas just by 
walking the streets of Shoreditch. We 
also love a day trip to Scotland.

WE TAKE VISITORS TO…
For food, we love The Potted Lobster, 
Box.Pizza, Thai Vibe Cafe and The 
Cookie Jar. Barter Books in Alnwick 
is a must. A walk from Alnmouth 
to Craster, along the coastal path, 
is mesmerising. Stop by The Jolly 
Fisherman for lunch and have a pint at 
Alnmouth Golf Club on the way back.  

SOMETHING SPECIAL… 
We know how to get locally-caught 
Alnmouth fish and seafood, so just ask!  
Crab, lobster, trout, salmon… it’s all 
fresher-than-fresh. 

WHAT NORTHUMBERLAND 
MEANS TO US… 
Northumberland has such a strong 
sense of heritage.  
We have customers who come back 
year-in-year-out - sometimes several 
times a year.  
To many, it really does feel like a 
second home. 

LIVE LOCAL

@scottsofalnmouth

In the pretty little village of Alnmouth, the warm 
interior of Scott’s offers a welcoming retreat for 
breakfast and lunch following an invigorating 
coastal walk. Choose from a selection of 
freshly baked cakes with a cup of steaming 
Pilgrims coffee before wandering around the 
shelves of gourmet produce. Browse the 
selection of local beer, fine wine and spirits, 
speciality cheeses, range of vegan dairy and 
gluten free options and many other delicacies 
before making your choice. Book to join the 
popular pop up restaurant on the 1st and 3rd 
Friday of every month.

AWARD WINNING FASHION 
ACCESSORIES SHOP

WHERE BEAUTIFUL THINGS 
ARE MADE AFFORDABLE

19 CASTLE STREET,
WARKWORTH, NE65 0UW
www.graysshop.co.uk
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CULTURE CRAWLCULTURE CRAWL

From the pristine coastline and the  
quaint fishing villages, to the buzzy  
market towns and the vast 
countryside, Northumberland boasts 
more castles than any other county 
in England. A trail through the region’s 
turbulent past is a great way to mix  
culture into your cottage getaway. 

1. Berwick Castle
The cute coastal town of Berwick-
upon-Tweed is home to the remains 
of a medieval castle. The entire 
circuit of the ramparts surrounds the 
town - so it’s a great spot to stroll 
and take in the spectacular scenery. 

Castles trail
WITH HEAPS OF HISTORY AND HERITAGE TO EXPLORE, THERE’S 
NO BETTER WAY TO UNCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND’S CULTURE 

THAN A TRAIL THROUGH THE REGION’S REGAL CASTLES

2. Lindisfarne Castle
Pick up a postcard of 
Northumberland and Holy Island is 
likely to be on it - with Lindisfarne 
Castle sitting as a central silhouette. 
Why not visit the site for yourself and 
create your own picture-postcard 
memory? The Castle was built in the 
1500s and in 1902, Sir Edward Lutyens 
began the conversion you see today. 

3. Bamburgh Castle
Sitting above the sand dunes that 
flank the beach, Bamburgh Castle 
basks in all its Victorian glory. Built 
by Lord Armstrong in 1894, it has 
experienced many reincarnations 
over the centuries, dating right back 
to the Anglo Saxon period. It’s a place 
of fine beauty, captivating visitors 
from far and wide each year. 

4. Chillingham Castle
Chillingham Castle dates back to the 
13th century and is today known as 
Britain’s most haunted historic castle. 
An enchanting place of beauty, 
boasting gardens, lakes, fountains, 
tea rooms and more. 

5. Dunstanburgh Castle
Romantic ruins sitting in a peaceful 

spot overlooking the Northumberland 
coastline, Dunstanburgh Castle is  
the perfect picnic pit-stop during a  
family hike.  
Visitors can explore as they take in 
the breathtaking views of the beach, 
Bamburgh and beyond. 

6. Alnwick Castle
Head inland and explore the ‘Windsor 
of the North’, where you’ll find the 
second largest inhabited castle in the 
country. A realm of adventure awaits 
as you experience art, architecture, 
family activities and more. 

7. Warkworth Castle
Live like royalty for the day, exploring 
the mighty fortress overlooking the 
River Croquet. Explore the cross-
shaped keep, once home to Harry 
Hotspur.

8. Langley Castle Hotel
This 14th century fortified castle, 
nestled within a 12-acre woodland 
estate in the Northumbrian Valley, 
has been converted into a stunning 
venue for dining, weddings and 
romantic getaways. Go here every 
day after breakfast for a tour of the 
Castle and Battlements.

1

Northumberland

Scotland

Cumbria

Durham

Berwick Castle

Lindisfarne Castle

3 Bamburgh Castle

5Dunstanburgh Castle

6Alnwick Castle

4 Chillingham Castle

8Langley Castle Hotel

Pack up a  
picnic, pop on your 
walking boots and 

prepare to uncover some 
castle culture. Here are 

some sights you 
should see…

2

Harbottle Castle

Belsay Hall, Castle
and Gardens

Warkworth Castle7

Durham Castle
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Five minutes with...
NAME: Martin Charlton
JOB TITLE: Chef and managing 
director
BUSINESS: The Old Boat House

OUR BUSINESS IN THREE 
WORDS… 
Speciality fish restaurant!

THE DAY JOB BRINGS… 
Dealing with local fishermen and 
growers, preparing cooking food and 
liaising with great staff and customers.

A SENSE OF ESCAPE… 
Kitesurfing and paddle boarding at 
one of the many beautiful beaches 

nearby, cycling throughout the 
countryside, or walking our dogs.

WE TAKE VISITORS TO…
Dunstanburgh Castle.

SOMETHING SPECIAL… 
Parking in the village of Boulmer and 
heading north along the track until 
we reach Sugar Sands, which is a 
beautiful, secluded stretch of beach. 
Whatever the weather, it’s wonderful.

WHAT NORTHUMBERLAND 
MEANS TO US… 
Northumberland is not only our 
home, it’s also where we make a 

living and enjoy the lush countryside 
and beaches. It’s a wild and exciting 
county, full of natural beauty and 
surprises.
boathousefoodgroup.co.uk/
old-boat-house-amble

LIVE LOCAL

Market towns
HEAD IN LAND AND MAKE SOME TIME FOR A  

MARKET TOWN MOOCH

STREET TREATS
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DAYS OUT DAYS OUT

Woodhorn Colliery Museum

FOR FAMILIES...
Alnwick Treehouse
Ever eaten a meal in a treehouse? 
Looking for somewhere enchanting to 
dine with the family? The Treehouse 
Restaurant at Alnwick Garden is the 
biggest wooden structure in Europe, 
and offers an award-winning service 
for foodies looking for something truly 
unique. Sit back, sip on something 
special and look out on to the famous 
Alnwick Gardens as you sample the 
finest local food.
alnwickgarden.com/the-treehouse/
the-treehouse-restaurant

Andy Howey’s Birds of Prey Centre
Outdoorsy people will love Andy 
Howey’s Birds of Prey Centre in 
Berwick-upon-Tweed. Educational, 
interactive and hands-on are three 
words visitors use to describe this 
unique experience. In the grounds of 
Haggerston Castle, the Birds of Prey 
Centre has something for all  
the family. From birds of prey to 
reptiles and creepy crawlies,  
families will enjoy getting up close  
and personal with the beasts 
inhabiting Haggerston.
andyhoweysbirdsofprey.co.uk 

Woodhorn Colliery Museum
Woodhorn Colliery Museum in 
Ashington welcomes families all year 
round – and is the perfect rainy day 
activity. Woodhorn is renowned for its 
fun events programme, not to mention 
the family picnic days and popular car 
shows. Aiming to make learning fun for 
kids, Woodhorn offers enjoyable and 
educational activities for children to 
discover the local mining heritage  
and culture.
museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/
woodhorn-museum

FOR CULTURE VULTURES...
Art Studio of Glass
Art Studio of Glass in Hexham is a 
unique gallery of hand-painted 
glassware by Carol Nicholson, a North 
East artist. Specialising in commissions 
for any occasions - especially 
weddings - this talented water colour 
artist produces high-quality glass art 
to display in the Hexham gallery. Head 
down and see her outstanding work  
on display. 
artofglass.myshopify.com 

Berwick Lowry Trail 
Time for a culture trail. The Berwick 
Lowry trail invites you to walk in 
the footsteps of the unforgettable 
matchstick-men painter in this 
self-guided tour of Berwick. 
Lowry produced more than thirty 

Explore some more
MAKE MEMORIES IN SOME OF NORTHUMBERLAND’S 

CULTURE RICH, ADVENTURE-DRIVEN, FAMILY-
FRIENDLY MARKET TOWNS…  

mesmerising drawings and paintings 
of the Berwick area in his lifetime, 
drawing attention to the busy streets 
and yards of Berwick that are all too 
familiar to locals.
visitberwick.com/routes/lowry-trail 

The Old Bath House
The Old Miners’ Bath House in North 
Broomhill, near Morpeth, has been 
spruced up to become a cool space 
for a collection of local artists. Built in 
the 1950s, it was once a communal 
washing space - now, it forms a 
unique and exciting gathering of 
studios, where artists can work, be 
inspired and display their exhibitions 
for the visitors. With an exciting 
programme of events, exhibitions and 
workshops on offer, as well as plenty 
of coffee and cake on the go, The Old 
Bath House is a must-visit destination 

for art-lovers from far and wide.
theoldbathhouse.org

FOR ADVENTURE SEEKERS...
Jarvy Aviation
Find sky-high fun in Morpeth with 
Jarvy Aviation. Hop on board a flex 
wing microlight and admire the 
beauty of the region from the clouds. 
This amazing flying experience gives 
you more than just a thrill, with its 
absolutely breathtaking views. You can 
even decide to fly the machine from 
the pilot’s seat yourself once you are 
airborne. It’s sure to be the adventure 
of a lifetime. A bucket list must! 
jarvyaviation.com 

Wild About Adventure
If you’re an adrenaline junkie, Wild 
About Adventure in Hexham is the 
perfect place to start. This thrilling 

outdoor adventure offers a wide range 
of team-building and problem-solving 
activities including gorge walking, 
mountain biking and abseiling. Perfect 
for the thrill-seekers out there. 
wildaboutadventure.co.uk 

Allout Adventures
Allout Adventures offers a bucket-load 
of activities for the avid adventurer. 
From clay pigeon shooting and quad 
biking, to archery, paintballing and 
segway safaris, there’s something for 
everyone. For a day unlike any other, 
head down to Allout Adventures who 
also host kids’ parties, corporate 
events and even bridal and stag 
parties. Let off some steam and 
challenge your chums, before 
returning to your cottage for by-the-
fire-chills. 
alloutadventures.co.uk  Alnwick Treehouse
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SHOP & STROLL

MARKETS...
Morpeth Farmers’ Market
Morpeth Farmers’ Market is ideal for 
those looking to fill their holiday home 
cupboards with local goodies. Held at 
the Market Place on the first Saturday 
of each month from 9am until 3pm, 
the bustling market square brings 
in some of the finest hand-picked 
products, from homemade breads 
and pastries, to delicious dog treats 
for your pooch. 
visitnorthumberland.com  

Alnwick Markets
Alnwick delivers the goods every 
Saturday with their popular Saturday 
Market in the heart of the town’s 
market square. Enjoy the best fresh 
produce, food and drink and shop 
from a huge range of merchandise. 
The Saturday Market is the beating 
heart of the town’s weekend vibe, 
bringing people from all over 
Northumberland and beyond to buy 
local produce and pick up treats and 
trinkets. If an enjoyable day in Alnwick 

SHOP & STROLL

Market town 
mooching

FROM MARKETS AND 
DELIS, TO BOUTIQUES 
AND GALLERIES, 
NORTHUMBERLAND’S 
MARKET TOWNS ARE A 
GREAT PLACE TO SHOP, 
STROLL AND SIGHTSEE 

is what you’re after, this market is the 
one for you.
alnwickmarkets.co.uk 

BOUTIQUES...
1884
Cute boutiques are always a crowd 
pleaser and 1884 in Corbridge is no 
exception. This lovely lifestyle boutique 
is simple and stylish from the outside, 
bursting with beautiful bits and 
bobs inside. Named after the year 
the Victorian townhouse was built, 
this quaint boutique sells a variety 
of high-end gifts, home and fashion 
accessories. Go here and you’ll find 
some of the best British lifestyle brands 
including Noble Isle and The Harrogate 
Candle Company. Pick up perfect gifts 
and take them home for loved ones. 
1884.uk 

The Sewing Box
Creative-makers with an eye for 
design should head down to The 
Sewing Box, a small family business in 
the historic market town of Morpeth. 
The Sewing Box caters for aspiring 
and established seamstresses, those 
who sew for fun, and those looking to 
take up a new, creative hobby. In this 
boutique, you’ll find a beautiful array 
of embroidery, fabrics, patchwork and 
quilting. They also hold sewing classes 
and knitting workshops for all ages.
sewing-box.co.uk

A World of Difference
Step into a wonderful world of ethical 
treats at A World of Difference 
in Alnwick. Go here for organic, 
vegetarian and vegan foods, as well 
as environmentally-friendly household 
items and women’s fashion. You’re 
sure to pick up something unique in 
this beautiful Northumbrian boutique. 
aworldofdifference.co.uk

ARTS & CULTURE...
Coquetdale Art Gallery
This popular Rothbury gallery is a 

registered charity run entirely by 
volunteers, and with plenty of local 
artists on show, you’ll get a real feel  
for life in Northumberland.  
Showcasing a wide range of paintings, 
crafts, unframed works and cards by 
130 artists from mid-March to mid-
December, seven days a week, it’s a 
great place to while away the hours 
and be inspired. What’s more? Each 
month, a new artist occupies the 
gallery’s stairwell - used as a vibrant 
exhibition space. 
coquetdalearts.co.uk 

The Wallington Gallery
The Wallington Gallery in Corbridge 
is also a strong contender, and a 
wonderful pit-stop if you are making 
your way around Northumberland’s 
glorious galleries.  
Presenting a diverse collection of fine 
paintings in oils and watercolours, 
you’ll find everything from local 
landmarks and wildlife, to European 
landscapes and representations of 
marine life.
thewallingtongallery.co.uk

FOODIE...
The Corbridge Larder Deli & Cafe
The Corbridge Larder is a foodie’s 
paradise, particularly when it comes 
to all things lovely and local. Shop 
here for fresh-counter favourites, 
chocolates, quirky condiments and 
preserves. Take a seat upstairs for deli 
delights and the opportunity to create 
your own foodie hamper.
corbridgelarder.co.uk

The Pudding Parlour
Those with a sweet tooth should swing 
by Morpeth’s The Pudding Parlour, 
where you’ll find tasty treats aplenty. 
The friendly faces behind the counter 
serve up delicious cakes and bakes 
in Sanderson Arcade. A real paradise 
for dessert-lovers holidaying in 
Northumberland.  
thepuddingparlour.com

Alnwick, Baz 
Richardson

1884
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Five minutes with...
NAME: Debbie Cook
JOB TITLE: Owner
BUSINESS: The Cookie Jar

OUR BUSINESS IN THREE 
WORDS… 
Cosy, boutique, retreat. 

THE DAY JOB BRINGS… 
The day starts with breakfast service 
to our residents - one of the most 
popular choices being Craster Kippers, 
of course. We then spend much of 
the morning chatting to our guests 
about local attractions and where 
they may like to have dinner. We then 
welcome non-residential guests for 
morning coffees, lunch and afternoon 

tea. From 3pm, our new guests start 
to arrive - they may decide to enjoy a 
drink in the residents’ lounge or if the 
sun is shining, in our walled garden. We 
chat a lot to our guests, which they do 
appreciate.

A SENSE OF ESCAPE… 
I love walking my dogs either on 
the South Beach or the dunes at 
Bamburgh Castle. I also love a girls’ 
lunch in Edinburgh. 

WE TAKE VISITORS TO…
Most popular recommendations are 
Alnwick Castle and Gardens, Barter 
Books, Cragside, Howick Gardens, 
Bamburgh Castle or a coastal walk, 

stopping at The Ship or The Jolly 
Fisherman for lunch.

SOMETHING SPECIAL… 
Make sure you visit the beautiful South 
Beach. From Alnmouth, travel towards 
Warkworth for approximately one mile, 
then turn left down a very rickety road, 
and you’ll arrive in paradise! 

WHAT NORTHUMBERLAND 
MEANS TO US… 
Living in this beautiful part of the world 
is very special. The friendliness of the 
people, the beaches and the familiarity 
of living in the same area for 20 years. 
There’s no place I would rather be –  
for both business and leisure. 

LIVE LOCAL

If you’re looking for the ‘wow-factor’ for your next 
Northumberland escape, there’s no better choice than 
Newfield House. This stunning seven bedroom mansion 
offers space for up to 14 guests with a huge lounge, leisure 
suite, cinema room and open-plan entertaining kitchen - 
the perfect place to celebrate and entertain. You’ll also find 
a whole host of mod-cons around the house, including a 
system to play music in each room, as well as the ability 
to control lighting throughout the ground floor. Two well-
behaved dogs are welcome at Newfield House for a charge 
of £20 per dog, so you don’t have to leave your furry friends  
at home! 
Outside, you’ll find immaculate enclosed gardens and 
remote-controlled electric gates at the end of a long 
sweeping drive. As well as the lawned gardens, there’s 
a full-size heated pool, hot tub, sauna and steam room, 
alongside a large bar and bespoke seating - the perfect 
place to relax and unwind on an evening, with total privacy. 
Located in the pretty village of Hepscott, the affluent and 
vibrant market town of Morpeth has a great choice of 
restaurants and shops and can be reached in under 10 
minutes. Plus, days at the seaside are just 20 minutes  
away at nearby Cresswell. 

“This stunning seven bedroom 
mansion offers space for up to 14 
guests with a huge lounge, leisure 
suite, cinema room and open-plan 
entertaining kitchen”

14 7 7 2

COTTAGE PROFILE
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FUEL UP FUEL UP
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THE BARN AT BEAL, 
BERWICK-UPON-
TWEED
Overlooking the historic  

Holy Island of Lindisfarne, The Barn at 
Beal is the place to be for a picture-
postcard brunch.  
Priding itself on its use of locally 
sourced ingredients wherever possible, 
this cosy restaurant is home to the 
finest selection of teas and coffees, 
which are perfect when paired with 
your choice of mouthwatering tray 

bakes and cakes that are made fresh 
every day. Brekkie favourites include 
artisan toast with homemade jam, 
crushed avocado on toast,  
bacon or sausage rolls, full English  
and veggie breakfasts. 
barnatbeal.com 

STRAWBERRY LOUNGE, 
ALNWICK
Those with a sweet tooth 
should visit Strawberry 

Lounge in Alnwick - a cute smoothie 

bar and cafe serving homemade 
treats from 9.30am-4pm Tuesday-
Saturday. Go here for delicious cakes 
and scones, as well as savoury snacks 
including pies, quiches, sandwiches 
and paninis. Relax and warm up over 
a cup of tea or coffee, or get your 
healthy smoothie fix before exploring 
the great Northumberland countryside. 
A great place for brunch and treats 
with a loved one.  
Search Strawberry Lounge on 
Facebook for more information

5 of the best 
brunch spots

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR SOMEWHERE TO RELAX AND  
FUEL UP FOR THE DAY, WE’VE COMPILED A LIST OF FIVE OF 

THE BEST BRUNCH SPOTS...

1

2

3

4

5

THE DUCK HOUSE, 
CORBRIDGE
The Duck House is a buzzy 
bar and restaurant in the 

heart of Corbridge. Boasting an 
extraordinary selection of gins and 
craft cocktails, it’s the perfect spot to 
relax and unwind as day turns to night, 
but also a great spot for a big brunch 
date. Start the day with your breakfast 
favourites, tuck in to a delicious 
sandwich, soup or burger or go for the 
classic main of haddock fish cakes, 
sausage and mash or chicken and 
mushroom pie to name but a few.
duckhousecorbridge.co.uk 

BERTRAM’S, 
WARKWORTH
Go here for the finest 
Northumberland produce 

in a refreshing, dog-friendly cafe. 
Whether you’re a scone and a pot of 
tea kind of brunch buddy, or you’re 
seeking out the best fry up in town, 
Bertram’s is sure to tick all the boxes 
for breakfast. Warm up by the log 
burning stove in the winter or bask 
in the sunny courtyard during the 
summer months. Dogs and muddy 
boots are very welcome.  
bertrams.co.uk 

THE RUNNING FOX, 
SHILBOTTLE, FELTON & 
LONGFRAMLINGTON
The Running Fox is a delightful 
little spot with three buzzy 

coffee shops in Shilbottle, Felton and 
Longframlington. Set in pretty-as-a-
picture, rural locations close to Alnwick, 
Alnmouth and Morpeth, it’s the perfect 
spot to grab a coffee and a bite to 
eat. Pop in for ‘The Foxy Breakfast’ - 
including bacon buns, granola pots, 
eggy bread and the full works. Love it? 
Book in and return for their ‘Foxylicious 
Afternoon Tea’!
runningfoxbakery.co.uk

The Duck House
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1. CHAIN BRIDGE HONEY FARM
This flourishing Berwick business 
started back in the 1960s by a family  
of beekeepers and it’s still going strong 
today. They produce delicious honey 
and beeswax products. 
chainbridgehoney.com 

2. PILGRIMS COFFEE HOUSE 
AND ROASTERY
You’ll find these expert coffee-makers 
on Holy Island. The passionate team 
source only the highest-quality 
Arabica beans from Fair-trade and 
Rainforest Alliance Certified farms and 
roast them in their very own yurt.
pilgrimscoffee.com

3. LINDISFARNE MEAD
Don’t leave Holy Island without visiting 
St Aidan’s Winery - the home of 
Lindisfarne Mead. Over 200,000 visitors 
stop by every year to taste the world-
famous fortified wine. 
lindisfarne.org.uk

4. DODDINGTON DAIRY 
Doddington Dairy is responsible for 
some of the best-loved frozen treats 
in the North East. Based in Wooler, they 
use only the freshest, simplest British 
ingredients, including milk from their 
very own cows.
doddingtondairy.co.uk

5. R. CARTER & SON, 
BAMBURGH BUTCHER
Providing the people of Bamburgh 
with baked goods for over 130 years, R. 
Carter & Son source their lamb, beef 
and pork from local farmers and their 

bacon is cured and smoked on site.
bamburghbutcher.co.uk

6. SWALLOW FISH OF 
SEAHOUSES
It’s thought that the modern ‘kipper’ 
was invented here back in the 1800s. 
Today, the team at Swallow Fish 
of Seahouses remain dedicated 
to traditional smoking methods.
swallowfish.co.uk

7. THE NUT ROASTER
The Nut Roaster’s healthy nut 
butters are made in the heart of 
Northumberland and celebrate 
everything that’s good and delicious 
about almonds, cashews, hazelnuts 
and peanuts.  
thenutroaster.co.uk

8. ALNWICK RUM
Based on a recipe which was 
first created over 90 years ago in 
Northumberland, Alnwick Rum is  
bold, dark and spicy, made with a 
special blend of rums from Guyana 
and Jamaica. 
masterofmalt.com

9. SCOTT’S OF ALNMOUTH
This sweet-as-can-be deli has made 
a name for itself among locals and 
visitors, thanks to its delicious produce 
and coffee. Stop by for freshly-baked 
goodies - sweet and savoury.  
facebook.com/scottsofalnmouth

10. ROTHBURY FAMILY 
BUTCHERS 
This award-winning business keeps 

traditional butchery alive and is known 
and loved for its 100% British and 
fully-traceable beef, pork and lamb. 
rothburyfamilybutchers.co.uk

11. HEPPLE GIN 
Distilled in the wild depths of the 
Northumberland Moors, Hepple Gin 
is one of the most exciting spirits 
to come out of North East. A crisp, 
fresher-than-fresh gin that celebrates 
the true taste of juniper. 
moorlandspirit.co

12. THE AMBLE BUTCHER
Get your hands on award-winning pies 
at The Amble Butcher. They make over 
a dozen varieties, from traditional to 
more adventurous flavours.  
facebook.com/theamblebutcher

13. VALLUM FARM
Perfectly positioned on Hadrian’s Wall, 
Vallum Farm is a go-to for eating, 
shopping and family fun. The majority 
of the food served in its cosy tea room 
has been grown or made on-site and 
there’s a great farm shop to check out, 
too. Why not pay it a visit and make 
your own ice cream?
vallumfarm.co.uk

14. NORTHUMBERLAND CHEESE 
COMPANY 
Blagdon-based Northumberland 
Cheese Co are the makers of 11 
farmhouse cheeses, using milk 
from cows, goats and sheep from 
Northumberland, Cumbria  
and Lancashire.
northumberlandcheese.co.uk

TAKE YOUR TASTEBUDS ON A TOUR OF NORTHUMBERLAND…

Food trail
TASTE TOUR
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TASTE TOUR
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Looking to escape the hustle and bustle in a luxurious 
cottage? Look no further than Honeybee Cottage. Set in 
the heart of Warkworth village, you’re just a 15-minute 
stroll from the beach and there’s an abundance of local 
restaurants and shops on your doorstep.  
Overlooking the beautiful River Coquet, you can watch an 
abundance of wildlife - including seals, herons and deer - 
from inside the cottage or on the pretty seats outside.
Honeybee Cottage has been refurbished to the highest of 
standards to create a characterful and charming cottage 
with all the luxury essentials to create the ultimate home-
from-home. The warm and welcoming lounge features a 
stunning fireplace with wood-burning stove, and there’s a 
beautiful open-plan kitchen/living area.  
Comfortably sleeping up to four, with one dog welcome, 
this beautiful cottage offers great accommodation for the 
whole family with two bedrooms and two bathrooms. You’ll 
love sitting outside and enjoying the gorgeous riverside 
view from the cottage and there’s so much to explore 
in the local area. Amble, with its pretty harbour, is just a 

mile away, while the historic market town of Alnwick is a 
15-minute drive away. If you follow the coastal route north, 
you’ll find the popular destinations of Bamburgh and Holy 
Island - perfect for days out beside the seaside.

4 2 2 1

Sunny Cottage, Warkworth
Sunny Cottage has been beautifully restored to create 
a comfortable home-from-home, while retaining its 
stunning original features. This 100+ year-old cottage 
offers oodles of character, with a view of Warkworth 
castle from the bedrooms. Quietly tucked away in a 
hidden courtyard in Warkworth, you can enjoy the 
peace and quiet of the countryside with the option to 
wander to the village’s restaurants and beach at your 
own pace. 
Sleeping up to four, with the option to bring two dogs, 
the cottage is ideal for escaping the stresses of 
everyday life without compromising on comfort. You’re 
also just a 15-minute drive away from Alnwick with its 
magnificent Castle and gardens, and Bamburgh and 
Holy Island are within easy reach via the coastal route. 

Magdalene House, Warkworth
Magdalene House in Warkworth is a beautiful Georgian-
style modern house which mixes contemporary, 
boutique style with comfort and luxury. Sleeping up to 
six, this dog-friendly cottage is perfect for families and 
friends alike. You’ll love the cosy and stylish interior and 
the perfect positioning of the house, in the heart of the 
village close to the beautiful riverbanks.
You’ll find plenty to explore in and around Warkworth 
from the iconic castle to the 14th century church. 
Plus, you’re just a short walk to the golden sands and 
dramatic dunes of Warkworth beach. Alnwick’s historic 
market town is just a matter of miles away, and the 
fishing port of Amble is an easy mile-long walk along 
the beautiful Coquet Estuary. 

4 2 1 2

6 3 2 2
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Honeybee Cottage,  Warkworth



The Dukes is a sleek apartment set in the historic market 
town of Alnwick and just a short walk away from beautiful 
Alnwick Castle. Set within the newly converted ‘Malthouse’, 
there’s so much history to the building - which was once a 
local brewery. The building has now been restored into a 
collection of luxury apartments right in the centre of  
the town. 
The Dukes has one bedroom and sleeps two people, 
offering the ultimate romantic escape. There’s an outside 
area with bistro-style table and chairs which is peaceful 
and pleasant.
Alnwick is ideally located for escaping the hustle and 
bustle, with lots to explore in Northumberland. Alnwick 
Gardens can be reached on foot, and you can also 
discover the famous Barter Books in the centre of the  
town - just a 10 minute walk away. For all your retail 

“What a fabulous base to spend 
time exploring lovely Alnwick. 
Stylish, quality, comfortable and 
in a prime position. The welcome 
hamper suited it’s name perfectly. 
It included local beer, good wine 
and everything else you need to 
start your holiday”

2 1 1

COTTAGE PROFILE

Pottergate Tower,  Alnwick
A romantic escape awaits at the unique Pottergate 
Tower in Alnwick. This Grade II listed historic tower has 
been beautifully restored to create a three-storey 
‘princess tower’ with stunning architecture, recently 
featured in the ’50 best UK holiday cottages’ in The 
Guardian, and a finalist in the European Holiday  
Home Awards.
Sleeping two guests with the bedroom on a mezzanine 
level, the Tower is ideal for watching down on the town 
and enjoying the vast views over Alnwick Castle and 
the moors beyond. Exploring is easy from Alnwick; 
reaching Bamburgh in the north, Newcastle in the 
south and Rothbury in the west, you are in a central 
position for reaching all the beautiful coast and 
countryside destinations in Northumberland.

2 1 1

COTTAGE PROFILE
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The Dukes, ALnwick
needs, you’ll find an array of shops, as well as cafes and 
restaurants to stop by for a bite to eat. 

hopeandanchorholidays.co.uk

DRINK.  EAT.  SLEEP.
42-44 Northumberland Street, Alnmouth

Tel: 01665 830 363
Winter Weekends

Book a 2 or 3 night winter weekend 
break and snuggle up in front of the 

fire on those chilly evenings.



COUNTRY CHARM

In the country
WALKING BOOTS AT THE READY? TAKE  
A SERENE STROLL THROUGH THE GREAT 

NORTHUMBRIAN COUNTRYSIDE

The Sycamore Gap tree 
at Hadrian’s Wall

Swansdown is an award-winning luxury holiday apartment 
within Coble Quay in the fishing port of Amble. Its huge 
sliding balcony doors give panoramic views over the 
marina and yachting club, across pristine beaches and 
sand-dunes to the distant Warkworth Castle.
Visit England gave the apartment its prestigious ‘Rose 
Award’ and five gold stars. The Scandi-style open-plan 
living area has a large dining table, breakfast bar with 
stools and under-floor heating throughout. There are 
two bedrooms sleeping four, with two bathrooms.  Free 
unlimited Wi-Fi and smart-TV with Netflix, DVD player and 
bluetooth. Each bedroom has a TV and bedside radio. 
There are lots of games, books and a selection of DVDs for 
every age group.
This first-floor apartment has a lift, parking for two cars and 
a secure store for bicycles, kayaks and surfboards. A well-
behaved dog is welcome.
Swansdown has its own beach hut, with electricity, a kettle 

“Swansdown has its own beach 
hut with electricity, beach 
equipment and beach chairs – 
right on Amble’s Little Shore”

COTTAGE PROFILE

4 2 2 1
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and children’s spades, bats, balls and buckets, on Amble’s 
Little Shore – a sandy crescent of shallow seawater that’s 
ideal for children and paddlers.
Also included are two complimentary adult and four child 
passes for unlimited use of the Amble Health & Leisure Club, 
home to a superb gym and 20-metre heated swimming 
pool. Amble has several excellent restaurants, fresh fish 
bistros, coffee shops and an ice-cream parlour. Check out 
the Sunday market and harbour retail pods.

46 COQUETCOTTAGES.CO.UK
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DAYS OUT

FOR FAMILIES...
Kielder Observatory
Aiming to bring people of all ages 
together including kids, Kielder 
Observatory is full of astronomers, 
guest speakers and volunteers who 
strive to teach families the wonders 
of the universe. Kids prepare to be 
astounded as they peer through the 
telescope to see a whole new world. 
See ‘Family Astronomy’ every Saturday 

afternoon at Kielder Observatory  
which aims to educate kids on the 
basics of astronomy. Spark your  
child’s imagination.
kielderobservatory.org 

Northumberlandia
Let off some steam as you lap up 
the trails of the Lady of the North 
at Northumberlandia, a huge land 
sculpture in the shape of a reclining 

female figure. With four miles of 
footpath to explore, visitors can roam 
around the sculpture of rock, clay  
and soil.
northumberlandia.com

Northumberland Country Zoo
Northumberland Country Zoo in Felton 
is the epitome of family fun, home to 
loveable farm animals, mammals, 
birds and reptiles. Why not challenge 

Explore some more

GET TO GRIPS WITH THE BREATHTAKING NORTHUMBRIAN COUNTRYSIDE…

DAYS OUT

each other to a classic game of 
mini golf before heading down to 
the animal enclosures to see otters, 
wallabies and deer to name a few.  
You can even step inside to get up 
close and personal to feed them their 
very favourite food. Then let your kids 
go wild in the outdoor play area before 
settling down for a bite to eat in the 
picnic area, after a truly  
unforgettable experience.
northumberlandzoo.co.uk 

FOR CULTURE VULTURES...
Belsay Hall, Castle and Gardens
Visit the enchanted Belsay Hall Castle 
and Gardens as you adventure 
through the Quarry Garden complete 
with various exotic plants around each 
corner and observe the breathtaking 
views from the top of the castle tower. 
Explore the architecture of ancient 
Greece in Belsay’s Greek mansion 
and see the classic family bedrooms 
with their original fireplace grates and 
1800s wallpaper along with its original 
floral prints. Built from rock carved 
from Belsay’s very own quarry, Belsay 
Hall is the perfect place for the culture 
vulture in all of us.
english-heritage.org.uk 

Hadrian’s Wall
Running an outstanding 73 miles, 
Hadrian’s Wall is a great spot for 
weekend strolling with added history 
and heritage. Built to guard the wild 
north-west frontier of the Roman 
Empire, Hadrian’s Wall invites history 
lovers to uncover the remains of the 
forts, towers, turrets and towns and 
get a glimpse of rare Roman artefacts 
as you get hands-on in the museums 
discovering what life was really like in 
Roman Britain.
hadrianswallcountry.co.uk 

Chillingham Castle
Why not take your kids along to the 

most haunted castle in Britain? A day 
at Chillingham Castle is guaranteed 
to be fantastically spooky. Explore 
the dungeons and the Great Halls 
and State Rooms where you will find 
historic tapestries, arms and armour. 
Then visit the famous Chillingham 
Cattle, a large enclosed park in the 
castle grounds. With so much amazing 
history to discover, Chillingham Castle 
is sure to be a fun-filled day out for all 
the family.
chillingham-castle.com

FOR ADVENTURE SEEKERS...
Kielder Water & Forest Park 
Set off on an outdoors adventure at 
Kielder Water & Forest Park. Home to 
northern Europe’s largest man-made 
lake and England’s largest forest, 
Kielder Park has everything.  
Visit the Birds of Prey centre, relax 
with a coffee or spend your pennies 
at the Kielder Waterside shop. With 
everything from fishing and archery, 
to mountain biking or even rallying, 

there’s something for everyone.
visitkielder.com 

Cragside House
Step inside Cragside House and 
discover its interiors, gardens and 
woodland. The first house to be lit by 
hydroelectricity, Cragside House is 
full of ingenious gadgets. Bring the 
little ones along to explore Nelly’s 
Labyrinth, a series of paths and tunnels 
cut from a rhododendron forest. 
Landscape genius, Lord Armstrong’s 

vision continues to stun with his Formal 
Gardens, Pinetum and Rock Garden.
nationaltrust.org.uk 

Kimmerston Riding Centre
Kimmerston Riding Centre is one of  
the best-loved horse riding centres in 
the region.  
Take in the coast and countryside 
by trotting through the woods and 
cantering along the beaches.
kimmerston.com 

Kielder Observatory

Hadrian’s Wall



COQUETCOTTAGES.CO.UK 51

RURAL ROUTES

WITH THE DOG
The choice of beaches in 
Northumberland are vast, so a serene 
walk on the sand is guaranteed. 
However, the countryside is just as 
beautiful and Cragside is one of our 
favourite spots. Ran by the National 
Trust, this historical house was the 
first in the world to operate using 
hydro-electricity and was the home 
of celebrated Northumbrian, Lord 
Armstrong. Aside from its fascinating 
history, Cragside has over 1,000 acres 
to explore and 14 waymarked routes, 
from gentle scrolls to challenging 
hikes. So, pack that picnic, pick up a 
guide map and get discovering this 
beautiful estate. Dogs very welcome.

FOR HISTORY-ENTHUSIASTS
We’ve got just the woodland walk 
for those looking for a bit of country 
culture. Ramble through the trees of 
Chillingham Park, get up close and 
personal with the famous Chillingham 
wild cattle as you pass by, then 
saunter through Chillingham Wood 
where you’ll soon reach Kay Hill, 
known for its breathtaking views of 
the Cheviot Hills. Rest your legs for a 
moment, pull out your Coquet Picnic 
Hamper (which can be organised for 
you ahead of your stay) and gaze 
into the Borders before heading back 
through the woods until you return 
to where you started. Why not take a 
guided tour of the Chillingham cattle’s 

home or visit Chillingham Castle, 
Britain’s most haunted castle. Stop at 
The Percy Arms on your way home and 
enjoy gourmet pub food in a beautiful 
setting. Dogs welcome, of course.

THE PUB AWAITS YOUR RETURN
For something a little easier on 
the legs, start your stroll at The 
Northumberland Arms in Felton, then 
mooch through the woodland of Felton 
Park until you reach Felton Fence, 

home to an impressive fishing pond 
and holiday cottages. Journey back 
through the fields to the banks of the 
River Coquet and take a lush riverside 
stroll to Felton, where you’ll be greeted 
by the smell of delicious traditional 
pub grub from The Northumberland 
Arms’ kitchen.  
Sit back on the comfy sofas and rest 
those legs as you enjoy a hearty British 
dish by the fire. Their Sunday lunches 
are divine.

Walk this way
TIME TO DIG OUT THE WELLIES. A TRIP TO 
NORTHUMBERLAND ISN’T COMPLETE WITHOUT A 
HISTORICAL HIKE OR A BEACH STROLL WITH THE  
POOCH, FOLLOWED BY A HEARTY PUB LUNCH
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RURAL ROUTES

Thrunton Woods

Coco at Cragside
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Five minutes with...
NAME: Theo Howie
JOB TITLE: Brewer
BUSINESS: Rigg & Furrow

OUR BUSINESS IN THREE 
WORDS… 
Farmhouse, brewery, Northumberland.

THE DAY JOB BRINGS… 
Us brewers like to joke that brewing is 
90% cleaning! 

A SENSE OF ESCAPE… 
We love taking the dog for a walk on 

the beautiful Northumbrian Coast.

WE TAKE VISITORS TO…
The recently opened Cock & Bull 
in Amble - a great little micro pub 
selling local beer and cheese. We also 
like to take visitors to check out our 
neighbours, Morwick Dairy, for excellent 
ice cream and raw milk. Scott’s Deli in 
Alnmouth is a must for a custard tart 
and a coffee.

SOMETHING SPECIAL… 
We open our on-farm brewery tap 

about once a month, we usually have 
a street food van with us and seven 
beers pouring. Check out our website 
for more details. 

WHAT NORTHUMBERLAND 
MEANS TO US… 
Fresh air, big skies, beautiful scenery 
and friendly people!

riggandfurrow.com 

LIVE LOCAL

No.31, Warkworth
No.31 is a beautifully restored Georgian house, set on the 
main street of the pretty village of Warkworth. Original 
character and boutique styling make for luxurious 
breaks with all the extras you could ever want from a 
holiday cottage.

• Beautiful secluded garden
A quiet and secure garden is an ideal place to relax  
and dine.
• High quality kitchen/dining room
Including Pantry fridge, freezer and wine cooler.
• Comfy beds for a good night’s sleep
Highest quality mattresses and bed linen.

Minutes from pubs, restaurants, shops and the beach 
No.31 is perfectly positioned to enjoy both the village  
and to explore Northumberland.

No.12 Ford Cottage,  Chillingham
Dating back to 1836, this luxurious cottage sits alongside 
Chillingham Burn. Tastefully renovated, Ford cottage 
is a perfect blend of country charm and modern 
functionality.

• Quiet and peaceful location
Often all you can hear is the sound of nature. The night 
sky can be spectacular!
• Charming lounge/living room
Big armchairs, leather sofa and a wood burning stove 
makes it the perfect place to relax.
• Comfy beds for a good night’s sleep
Highest quality mattresses and bed linen.

Perfectly located to explore the Cheviot Hills and 
Northumberland. Close by, the Percy Arms in Chatton 
offers an excellent location to drink and dine.

4 2 1 2
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WIND DOWN WIND DOWN

THE RED LION INN, 
WOOLER
For home-cooked comfort 
food in a warm and friendly 

environment, visit The Red Lion Inn. 
Proud of its freshly prepared food 
using locally-sourced, seasonal 
ingredients, the pub offers hearty 
mains including honey roast pork 
belly, homemade steak and ale pie 
and pan-fried salmon fillet. Finish with 
an indulgent dark chocolate bomb, 
packed with caramel ice cream and 
hot toffee sauce.
redlionmilfield.co.uk 

THE NORTHUMBERLAND 
ARMS, FELTON
Pop in to this elegant pub in 
the heart of Northumberland 

and experience the finest gourmet 
food. With a contemporary design 
and light and airy interiors, this is 
the perfect place to wind down and 
tantalise your tastebuds with meals 
like ham hock terrine, braised ox cheek 
and monkfish curry to name but a few.
northumberlandarms-felton.co.uk

5 of the best cosy country pubs
KICK OFF YOUR WELLIES AND WARM UP BY THE  

FIRE IN A COSY COUNTRY PUB…

1

2

The Red Lion Inn

THE PERCY ARMS, 
CHATTON
Take some time out in the 
tranquil village of Chatton, 

where you’ll find The Percy Arms 
- a picture-perfect pub with a dog-
friendly bar area. Warm up with a pint 
after a countryside stroll, sit back and 
sip on something warm as you melt 
into the Chesterfield sofas, or enjoy 
sophisticated dishes in the restaurant. 
With all meals served on professional 
black plates with the most exquisite 
presentation, it is clear The Percy Arms 
takes great pride in its food.
percyarmschatton.co.uk 

THE COOK AND BARKER 
AT NEWTON ON THE 
MOOR
Settle in at this five-star 

restaurant-and-inn for cosy get 
togethers. The phenomenal menus 
champion the finest Northumbrian 
ingredients. For a hearty lunch, try 
the slow-cooked lamb shoulder with 
homemade bubble ‘n’ squeak or 
savoury minced beef and dumplings. 
For dinner, it has to be the chargrilled 
fillet steak and a glass of red.
cookandbarkerinn.co.uk

3

The Northumberland Arms

4

5The Percy Arms
THE ANGEL INN AT 
CORBRIDGE
Dating back to 1569, The 
Angel of Corbridge is an 

historic coaching inn, perfectly 
positioned in the heart of one of 
Northumberland’s best-loved towns. 
Its menus are jam-packed with variety 
and seasonal, local produce. Cosy 
up next to the log fires, and dig in to 
filling dishes, such as grilled Geordie 
Cumberland Sausage with creamed 
potatoes, battered North Sea fish with 
triple-cooked chips and the kitchen’s 
very own sticky toffee pudding – a real 
favourite among locals.
theangelofcorbridge.com 
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Hopping Hare Cottage,  
nr. Warkworth
Set in picturesque countryside just a few minutes’ 
drive from beautiful Warkworth is gorgeous Hopping 
Hare Cottage. The quiet location with beautiful views 
towards the sea, over the rolling fields offers the 
perfect escape from the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life. When you’re ready to get out and explore, the 
historic town of Alnwick is just eight miles away and 
the golden sands of Warkworth beach can be reached 
in a matter of minutes!
After a busy day exploring the local area, you’ll love 
nothing more than relaxing in front of the fire with a 
good book and a glass of wine. You might even spot 
a jumping hare in the field opposite, hence the name! 
The cottage welcomes up to two dogs.

Fuchsia Cottage, nr. Embleton
Tucked away in the pretty little village of Christon Bank 
- less than two miles from the golden sandy beach at 
Embleton - you’ll find the charming Fuchsia Cottage. 
Sleeping up to four, this characterful cottage is perfect 
for a romantic retreat for two or small families who 
are looking to holiday close to the coast. The gorgeous 
beach is just a few minutes’ drive away, or if you fancy 
a coastal walk you can reach the golden sands on foot 
in 30 minutes.
From curling up in front of the fire on a winter’s evening 
to enjoying dinner ‘al fresco’ in the pretty garden, 
Fuchsia Cottage is the idyllic escape in every season. 
Plus, the luxurious touches throughout make it perfect 
for some much needed ‘you-time’. 

4/5 3 1 2

4 2 1

Gracie’s,  Alnwick
Gracie’s is perfect for a couple looking for a 
romantic escape in the heart of Alnwick, surrounded 
by history in a relaxed atmosphere. This beautiful 
luxury apartment is within walking distance of a 
whole host of attractions, including Alnwick Castle 
and Garden, the famous Barter Books and a choice 
of restaurants, bars and independent shops. 

North Star,  Alnwick
Reviewed by a valued customer as, “a wonderful 
apartment - everything we needed for a relaxing 
and comfortable holiday”, North Star is the ultimate 
retreat in the centre of Alnwick. This stylish home-
from-home offers the wow factor with luxurious 
furnishings and the latest technology with space for 
up to four guests and two dogs.

Strathmore,  Wooler
Set in the pretty, traditional border town of Wooler, 
on the edge of the Cheviot Hills, Strathmore is a 
beautifully-refurbished Victorian home which oozes 
luxury - making it the perfect country escape. 
Sleeping up to 10, Strathmore is ideal for large 
families and groups of friends. Plus, with a hot 
tub set in a pretty enclosed garden, it’s great for 
enjoying a bit of indulgence during your holiday.

Nursery Cottage,  Alnwick
A luxury hideaway awaits in historic Alnwick at 
Nursery Cottage. This gorgeous Grade II listed 
cottage has been beautifully restored as a boutique 
bolthole offering a whole host of home comforts. 
There’s nothing better than relaxing in the secluded 
garden and you’ll be blown away by the stunning 
views of Alnwick Castle and the moors beyond from 
the floor-to-ceiling master bedroom window.

2 1 14 2 2

3 2 1 10 5 4 2
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Owner feature: Grey Hens
INTRODUCING MARIE STANSBY – OWNER 
OF GORGEOUS GREY HENS COTTAGE 
AND BUSHYGAP HOUSE NEAR CRAGSIDE. 
AS WELL AS OWNING THIS GORGEOUS 
HOLIDAY PROPERTY, MARIE ALSO LOVES 
ALL THINGS ART AND GARDENING 

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF
After being an Art Educator for nearly 40 years, I have 
just started a new and very exciting venture. We have 
converted a barn that hadn’t been used for the last 40 
years into luxury holiday accommodation, an art studio 
and a fantastic workshop space for me to continue my 
practice as an artist and allow others to create. 
The journey began on paper in the summer of 2017 and the 
vision started to become real when the builders arrived 
on site in October 2018. There were several ‘hiccups’ along 
the way; roof collapsing at one end, rotten beams and the 
push to make the building water-tight before the worst of 
the winter weather. But, eventually, the vision has become 
a reality.  
‘Grey Hens’ offers far more than just a place to stay and 
encompasses all the things I love; creating a welcoming 
home, my artwork, allowing others to create and my 
garden! My own artwork involves a mixture of printmaking, 
textiles and mixed media. The walls of both the barn 
and studio display my own work or that of local artists in 
Northumberland. Much of it is for sale, along with cards  
and prints.
The garden is at the heart of our venture and works around 
themed outdoor rooms; each of these areas has a unique 
feature, whether it’s a fire pit, a pond or a planting scheme. 
This is also my second year of growing for weddings and 

special occasions in the compact walled vegetable garden 
that is now filled with cutting flowers. I supply a florist in 
Newcastle, the local deli in Rothbury and wedding flowers 
for brides. 

WHY DID YOU NAME THE COTTAGE GREY HENS?
During the early part of the 19th century, smuggling was 
carried out in Upper Coquetdale. Scotch whisky was 
conveyed on horseback in kegs, called ‘grey hens’ over 
the Cheviot Hills and gin was brought from Boulmer on the 
coast. According to local histories of the area, the farmer 
at Bushygap Farm kept swift horses for this purpose. The 
farmhouse was described as having a double gable 
and in the space between the walls gin and whisky was 
concealed in these ‘grey hens’. Eventually, the secret 
chamber containing a large quantity of gin was discovered 
and the smuggler-farmer was brought to justice and 
heavily fined! 

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT GREY HENS 
COTTAGE?
The way it brings the garden and surrounding countryside 
into the cottage. The glass wall allows every element of 
nature to envelop you.
 
CAN YOU TELL US MORE ABOUT THE BEAUTIFUL 
GARDENS? 
We have invested 20 years in creating what you see 
today. The acre of garden is divided into rooms, which 
have different feels dictated by the coloured herbaceous 
planting. The vibrant hot border is at its best in late summer 
with Crocosmia Lucifer, bronze Fennel and the sculptural 
yellow Ligularia ‘Rocket’. In contrast, the Box hedged beds in 
the pale area house lavender, old-fashioned David Austin 
roses and architectural Alliums delight in late spring. The 
walled ‘flower patch’ not only provides an abundance of 
cutting flowers, but is bordered by soft fruit from which I 
make my jams, preserves, liqueurs and gin.
The garden is at its very best, with an abundance of tulips, 
narcissi and alliums, in the late spring and early summer. 
There is nothing better than sitting by the pond in the  
early evening to watch the swallows perform their 
acrobatic show! 

WHAT’S THE BEST PLACES TO VISIT NEARBY?
• Cragside
• Wallington, because the house is so accessible on every 
level and the garden is beautiful
• Herteton House Garden – a small plot in which has been 
created a lovely garden
• Simonside hills and the Iron Age Hill Fort
• Running Fox café in Longframlington
• Rothbury 
• Bide-A-Wee Cottage very special compact garden that 
has been created from an old quarry.

Grey Hens
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INSIDER INSIGHTS
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Tower Cottage,  Warkworth
Imagine waking up to dramatic views of Warkworth 
Castle from your bedroom window - you can 
enjoy just that when you stay at Tower Cottage in 
Warkworth. This one bedroom Georgian cottage 
is perfect for a romantic escape, with a range of 
beaches, historic towns and beautiful attractions to 
explore. You can even bring your pooch, too.

Owl  Cottage,  Warkworth
Situated in a quiet area of beautiful Warkworth, 
Owl Cottage offers unbelievable views of the River 
Coquet and Warkworth Castle. This property spans 
three floors and is beautifully furnished and even 
has off-street parking. Owl Cottage is just a minute’s 
walk from the main street and the golden sandy 
beach can be reached by foot in 15 minutes.

2 1 16 3 2 1
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Till  Cottage,  Alnwick
If you’re looking for a romantic escape in a historical, 
medieval setting, look no further than Till Cottage. Set 
in the old market town of Alnwick, this little hideaway 
is perfect for escaping the hustle and bustle. Coastal 
walks are just a 10 minute drive away, where you’ll find 
the picturesque seaside village of Alnmouth.  
 
Northumberland’s magnificent castles, countryside 
and rugged coastline are all within easy reach, too. 
After a busy day exploring the stunning area, you’ll 
love nothing more than snuggling up on the sofa with 
a book and looking up at the beautiful views of  
Alnwick Castle. 

2 1 1

1

In the know

“I never tire of strolling along beautiful 
Warkworth beach. Dramatically 
beautiful at any time of the year, 
it’s a real tonic whatever your mood 
and our Great Dane, Gracie, is in her 
element to have such a huge expanse 
of golden sand to race around on”
Julie, Warkworth

“I love taking walks around Hauxley Nature 
Reserve when I’m looking for some peace 
and quiet – the wildlife is beautiful and the 
views over the beach are breathtaking”
Jess, Amble

OUR LOCAL TEAM REVEAL THEIR FAVOURITE WAYS AND 
PLACES TO RELAX AND UNWIND...

“A popular attraction with both locals 
and visitors is Alnwick’s Victorian Former 
Railway Station, Barter Books. They stock 
every kind of used book you can imagine 
and the tiny rumble of a toy train that runs 
along the tracks above your head makes 
the whole experience wonderfully magical. 
Visiting here on Christmas Eve is an annual 
tradition for my family – the cafe’s hot 
chocolates are the best I’ve tasted!”

Beth, Morpeth

“There is nothing more satisfying than 
taking my English Bull Terrier for a stroll 
through Hepburn Woods and taking in the 
breath-taking views over Northumberland, 
then finishing off the day with some hearty 
food and a local ale at the dog-friendly The 
Percy Arms!” 

Poppy, Wooler

“An ideal day for me would be a crisp 
morning walk on Warkworth beach 
with my gorgeous rescue dog, Bella. 
After working up an appetite, we’d head 
to Bertrams for their smoked Craster 
Kippers, brown bread and butter.  
The length of the walk determines 
whether I’ve earned a slice of Lemon 
and Courgette cake for afters!”
Steph, Warkworth

“As a keen cyclist, there’s nothing better than heading up 
the Northumberland coast early in the morning while the 
roads are quiet, watching the sun shimmer on the sea and 
dunes aiming for Bamburgh castle or equally riding inland 
from Alnwick over the moors to Rothbury”

Mark, Warkworth

“Everyone mentions Cragside as somewhere to visit but 
there’s a reason it’s so popular. It really is beautiful – try to 
visit around June time when the Rhododendrons are out!”

Kat, Amble
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A COQUET CHRISTMAS

COQUETCOTTAGES.CO.UK

Christmas in Northumberland
Northumberland is truly magical at Christmas time, making  
it the perfect destination for a festive break. Contact us on  

01665 710 700 to book your Christmas or New Year Break today.

Escape the ordinary
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XXXXX XXXXX

Join us at The Old Boat House Amble for great service, 
exceptional food and a rustic bistro feel

boathousefoodgroup.co.uk/old-boat-house-amble

The Old Boat House Amble
Leazes Street, Amble,

Northumberland, NE65 0AA
+44 (0)1665 711 232

info@boathousefoodgroup.co.uk

Opening times
Open 7 days a week

10am-9pm
(kitchen opens  

at 12 noon)

Don’t forget to visit 

29 Harbour Road, 
Amble


